ignificant storm damage again has impact-

ed Kentucky’s woodlands. The devastating

tornado that tore through several commu-
nities, including West Liberty, in March func-

tionally destroyed approximately 20,000 acres of

timber, according to estimates by the Kentucky
Division of Forestry. While those woodlands

will regenerate, the loss in timber value and dan-

gers associated with wildfire are significant.
The Kentucky Timber Damage Web site (Www.
kytimberdamage.net; see “Where To Get Help”)
was created to provide guid-

tations on woodland damage
from storms of all types. The
site is a joint effort of the
University of Kentucky, the
Department of
Forestry, and the
Kentucky Divi-
sion of Forestry
and is managed
by UK’s For-
estry Extension
group.
Woodland
owners who
have timber
damaged
from ice,
snow, straight-line

There are numerous publications available Wil’ldS, tomadoes,
to help you address storm damage on your and other weath-

woodlands. Visit www.kytimbedamage.net lketves| i ieel
or contact your local extension office for er-related natura

more information. disasters typically
have a number of
concerns, includ-
ing:

Long-term Woodland Health and Vigor

It is important to determine whether the damage
will affect survival of the remaining trees or the
regeneration of the woods if the storm elimi-
nated the overstory. What can be done to help?
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ance, publications, and presen-
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Tornado damage near Salyersville in 2012.
Broken and twisted main stems are common with tornadoes. Tornadoes can reduce
salvage values to less than fifty percent of the undamaged timber values.



Immediate and Long-term Financial Loss

Did the storm result in significant enough damage to warrant de-

claring a loss on my taxes, and how is this handled?

Safety. What types of hazards did the storm create in the woods?
Each type of storm creates a different set of hazards that can affect
your safety in the woods and potentially create conditions that pro-

duce severe wildfires.

Ability to Access and Use the Woodlands

What is the best way to clear woodland roads of debris? What pro-

grams can help with these efforts?

Assessment of the woodlands is required to provide woodland
owners with knowledge needed to make good decisions regarding
a number of the concerns above. The publications available on the
Kentucky Timber Damage site can help. Ultimately, foresters often

are needed to answer questions such as:

e Is there a fair market-value loss that I need to
report on taxes, and how is this done?

* Do my woods need a salvage harvest or not?

* Are there management practices that need to be
done to improve the health of my woodlands?

Foresters from the Kentucky Division of Forestry can help with
some questions, especially relating to woodland health, overall
management, and whether a salvage harvest is warranted. They can

also point you to consulting foresters who can directly assess and

advise on financial issues and orchestrate a timber harvest.
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Kentucky Woodlands
Storm Damage

Information for Kentucky Woodlands Owners, Farmers,
and Forestry Professionals

» Publications

» Where to get help

» Photo Guide

» Webinars

» Home

This website provides information for woodland owners that effected by ice damage. The website
contains the following pages:

o Photo Guide for ing Storm Damage: The photo guide contains a number of pictures of

trees of a number of species common to woodlands in Kentucky with a range of damage.
Recommendations are provided for each photo regarding the loss of timber value, if timber
should be salvaged and when, and a recommendation about the potential of the tree as it relates
to long-term management.

o Publications: The publication page contains links to a number of publications useful to woodland

owners. These publications are developed specifically to deal with aspects of Kentucky’s storms.

o safety in storm damaged woodlands including ice, tomados, etc.
o how to evaluate loss of timber value

o tax information

o how to care for storm damaged trees

o salvage and improvement harvests

Recent 2012 publications:

FORFS 12-3 Storm Damage - Safety in the Woods

“This publication will help to keep you safe in storm-damaged woodlands and while learing
tree debris from roads, trails, and fences
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Above: Ice damage in western Kentucky.
Ice can uproot, bend, and break trees however the majority of
damage is from damage to smaller tree branches reducing the

crown size of trees.

Sources of Assistance:

Storm damaged woodlands can create
safety issues and anxiety for their owners.
Knowing about the information and as-
sistance available is critical. The Kentucky
Woodlands Storm Damage website
(www.kytimberdamage.net) is a great
place to start—not only does it contain
photo guides, a recorded webinar, and
publications but it also has links to orga-
nizations available to assist including the
Kentucky Division of Forestry
(http://forestry.ky.gov) and the Kentucky
Association of Consulting Foresters

(www.kacf.org).
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