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Enroll your woodland  
property in a forest  
certification system.

Get Certified.
k e n t u c k y  fa m i ly  w o o d l a n d  o w n e r s

Most private landowners are probably not aware 
of the forest certification process and its’ benefits, 
while other landowners may have heard and don’t 
know where to begin. 

Take advantage of forest certification  
and choose to enroll today. 
To enroll, please contact the Center for Forest 
Wood Certification (CFWC) or the Kentucky SFI  
Implementation Committee for assistance in  
developing a plan to become certified.

Toll-Free: (855) 579-2690
www.forestcertificationcenter.org

There are many benefits  
for getting your property  
certified which include  
but are not limited to:

1. Potentially increasing the value  
of your property and giving  
you a competitive advantage  
in the marketplace.

2. Ensuring a sustainable forest  
ecosystem for future generations.

3. Improving biodiversity, water  
quality, wildlife habitat, and  
recreational opportunities.

4. Allows you to gain a deeper  
knowledge of your property  
and the resources you own.

5. Provides access to certified  
professionals in the wood industry, 
wildlife biologists, and state foresters.
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If Grandad Only Knew…

For more information log on to www.kwoa.net 
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-- Frank Hicks, KWOA President

Like most woodland owners, I have a limited 
amount of formal education about forestry and 
forest management. Since I took over manage-
ment of the wooded portion of the family farm 
a little over 30 years ago, I have depended 
upon the advice of professional foresters and 
participated in all the landowner education 
programs that I could work into my schedule. 
It has become increasingly clear that the forest 
when I was a child and the forest into which it 
has grown did not just happen. That forest is a 
result of events that occurred over the past two 
or three hundred years. For some of those events, 
such as relatively recent harvests and ice storms, 
we have written records. For occurrences such 
as the chestnut blight and long-ago forest fires, 
we have only family legends and the forensic 
evidence that is provided by the forest itself. 
Almost everything that happens in a forest stand 
has consequences for the future of that forest. 
The things that we do today, and the things that 
we avoid doing, will have an effect, either posi-
tive or negative, on the forest of the future.
   In my grandfather’s day it was widely believed 
that if you harvested the useable trees from an 
acre of forest and then went away and left it 
alone, it would naturally grow back to much the 
same forest that was there before. We now know 
that Granddad was mistaken. If Granddad had 
known the things that we can now learn from 
professional foresters, and taken some of the 
actions that we now know to take, today’s forest 
could be much healthier and more productive.  
We also know that our current forests face chal-
lenges that Granddad had never seen. Non-native 
insects, exotic plant diseases, invasive plants, 
changes in wildlife populations, and climate 
change are but a few of the issues that pose 
problems for forest managers. We cannot know 
all the challenges that will affect our forests in 
the future, but we can certainly take actions to 
address some of the challenges that exist today.  

   How healthy is your forest? How do you know? 
What can you do to help? A forest inventory by an 
experienced professional forester is a good first step 
toward answering these questions. And those answers 
will inevitably bring up more questions. Participation 
in the educational programs offered by organizations 
such as the University of Kentucky Department of 
Forestry, UK Extension Service, and the Kentucky 
Division of Forestry can provide answers to many of 
those questions. The Kentucky Woodland Owners As-
sociation is dedicated to the promotion of good forest 
management and serves as an advocate for policies that 
will support good forest management. Everyone with 
woodlands in Kentucky is encouraged to consider join-
ing and becoming an active member of KWOA. For 
more information, please visit www.kwoa.net. 
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KWOA is dedicated to 
promoting  

economically and 
environmentally sound 

forest management. 
 

Join today by visiting  
www.kwoa.net


