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Timber trespass, the cutting of trees without permission, is a common problem in many rural counties. Sometimes this 
occurs because boundary lines are difficult to follow or nonexistent. Unfortunately, it also occurs through timber theft 
where timber is purposely stolen. While these problems are not new, they are receiving more attention. Recent articles 
in high-profile papers such as the Lexington Herald-Leader indicate the severity of the problem. The fact that the state 
is pursuing felony theft charges in a case in southeastern Kentucky is a hopeful sign that light is being shed on this 
problem. Trespass laws exist in Kentucky, including one specifically dealing with timber trespass. However, the prob-
lem is ongoing due to absentee ownership, the remote setting of many timber stands, and complacency by some law 
enforcement agencies regarding timber theft. Protect your woods by clearly marking boundaries. If you are an absentee 
owner, make sure you have a good inventory of your timber and have someone watching your woods. 
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Timber Trespass

The emerald ash borer, a leading killer of ash trees, is poised at Kentucky’s 
doorstep. Outbreaks in Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan are significant. One way 
that this devastating insect can move around is by hopping a ride on firewood 
as it is moved from place to place by campers and commercial firewood busi-
nesses. To help prevent an infestation in Kentucky, the Kentucky Forest Health 
Task Force has requested that all campgrounds ban campers from bringing 
out-of-state firewood into campgrounds. The Kentucky State Parks have already 
adopted a policy of asking campers not to bring out-of-state firewood into state 
parks. The Daniel Boone National Forest has indicated that it will initiate a plan 
to discourage out-of-state firewood movement into its campgrounds. The Ken-
tucky Forest Health Task Force also sent all 215 private campgrounds in Kentucky 
posters on the dangers of firewood movement and a letter asking them to volun-
tarily initiate a safe firewood policy. Right now, moving firewood from one place 
in Kentucky to another is fine. However, bringing firewood into the state is cause 
for great concern.   
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Dates To Remember

Date: Event: Location: Contact:
September 27, 2007 Tree Farmer of the Year Field Day Hart County 859.257.7597

October 1 - 2, 2007 2007 Governor’s Conference on the 
Environment

Fayette County 502.564.2150

October 4, 2007 2007 Northeast Kentucky Woodland Series
Woodland Opportunities 

Rowan County 606.784.5457

October 11, 2007 2007 Northeast Kentucky Woodland Series
Woodland Pests 

Elliott County 606.738.6400

October 18, 2007 2007 Northeast Kentucky Woodland Series
Woodland Management 

Carter County 606.474.6686

November 15, 2007 Kentucky Woodland Owners Association 
Board of Directors Meeting

Franklin County 606.876.3423

Don’t forget to add these important dates to your calendar! Preregistration is strongly encouraged for all events. 
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News To Use

UK Department of Forestry Hires New Silviculture Professor

KDF Tree Line Newsletter

John Lhotka came to the University of Kentucky in June 2007.  His duties in the Department of Forestry will be to 
develop a research program that addresses issues critical to the health and sustainability of Kentucky’s forests.  He 
will also teach undergraduate and graduate courses in silviculture and forest management.  

His primary research interests relate to understanding relationships between stand 
structure and seedling development.  By applying these relationships, he seeks to 
develop regeneration approaches that meet the diverse needs and values of land-
owners and society.  He plans to set up studies that assess how invasive species in-
fluence the establishment and growth of native hardwood species.  He will also use 
field experiments to evaluate regeneration treatments for stands possessing invasive 
species and/or dense midstory canopies.  An example of this research would be to 
test midstory removal and underplanting as a means to successfully regenerate oak 
in stands lacking sufficient numbers of oak seedlings.  Additionally, he is interested 
in developing management evaluation tools that help foresters understand how a 
given cutting treatment may affect the post-harvest response of natural and planted 
seedlings.  John received a Ph.D. in silviculture from Auburn University in 2006. 
His B.S. and M.S. degrees in forestry are from Southern Illinois University.  For 
further information regarding his research program, please visit http://www.ca.uky.
edu/forestry/

John Lhotka, Ph.D

In March, the Kentucky Division of Forestry’s Urban 
and Community Forestry program revised their news-
letter, Tree Line.  The quarterly publication will high-
light current news and information in the field of urban 
and community forestry.  It is available to citizens, 
businesses, and government organizations across the 
commonwealth. 

Tree Line will only be available in electronic format.  
The current newsletter will be available for download 
on the division’s Web site, www.forestry.ky.gov, under 
the “News and Events” section.  Or, if you would like 
to be added to the electronic distribution list, please 
send an e-mail to Sarah C. Gracey at sarah.gracey@
ky.gov.  

Phone: 502.564.4496 
or 1.800.866.0555 

www.forestry.ky.gov 
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National Public Forum on Storms & 

the Urban Forest

The National Urban and Community Forestry  

Advisory Council (NUCFAC) will host a national  

public forum on catastrophic storm events and urban 

forests.  The forum will discuss a multitude of events 

such as ice storms, hurricanes, wildland fires, and 

tornados.  There are three ways to participate - in 

person or via webcast on June 6 or by written  

comment until August 1.  NUFCAC wants to hear 

directly from citizens and policy makers who have 

experienced storm events in urban areas.  For more 

information, visit www.treelink.org/nucfac.  To submit 

written comments until August 1, e-mail 

Neil.Letson@forestry.alabama.gov. 

Dr. Bill Fountain, Extenstion Horticulture Specialist, University of Kentucky 

     Extensive damage on many urban 

trees resulted from unusually early 80 

degree temperatures in March 2007 

followed by several nights of low tem-

peratures (+/-20 degrees F) during the 

end of the first week of April. At the 

time of this harsh freeze, trees and 

shrubs had tender growth up to four 

weeks ahead of normal flowering and  

leaf-out dates.      Many trees and shrubs have suf-

fered damage.  The extent of the dam-

age for any species varies not only with 

the part of the state but even the part of 

the yard.  Some plants suffered more 

severe damage on the south and west 

sides than on the east and north sides.  

More damage is often seen at the top 

of the plant than at the bottom.  This is 

because many species begin growing 

first on the south and west sides and at 

the top.     The best advice is to do nothing at 

this point in time.  Plants have adapted 

to adversity and have multiple secon-

dary methods for remaining alive.  Re-

member, Mother Nature never said that 

plants had to be as perfect in form and 

habit as people would like for them to 

be.  A plant’s goal in life is to reproduce 

as much as it can before it dies, pe-

riod.  When a terminal shoot is killed 

there will always be secondary and ter-

tiary buds that will begin to grow.  

     Once we see how much plant tissue 

actually dies, we can go in and remove 

dead twigs and branches.  Give the 

plant a chance to recover and re-

sprout.  Appropriate pruning includes 

removal of multiple shoots allowing the 

strongest to grow.  This is especially 

important for trees with opposite 

branching (e.g. maples, ash, dogwood, 

buckeye) where the development of co-

dominant leaders often leads to failures 

in a decade or two.   It is also appropri-

ate to remove dead branches.

     Do NOT (repeat not) fertilize trees 

and shrubs.  (continued page 7) 
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