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orestry and natural resource organizations in Kentucky have been meeting over the last few years re a g' how t"@,
best address the challenges facing woodland owners (see Karen Marshall’s article in thisdssue). e reoccurring
discussions has been.the concept of fostering local woodland or forestry organizations thal | facilitate mpre local in-
volvement in forestry-related activities across Kentucky. b4 l,\ 42 e, ;
These local organizations would be open to everyone, based on local needs, and w: _sﬁg@&f by the University

of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, the Kentucky Woodland Owners Assdé¢iation, t ntucky Division of For-
estry, the Kentucky Division of Conservation, and Kentucky Farm Bureau. ST e‘xs P R

Several states have been working on this idea, and we can learn much fr(d)gﬁn pbrfém;éE%pwaHy, a local organiza-
tion develops when a core group of individuals and organizations in a particular ar ea comes together to.dlscuss the poten-
tial for developing a'local organizationin that area. If the group determines it ‘a worthwhile effort, then.
a public meeting is held in the area to share the concept. From there, the dire p£e 16031 organization is determined
by the local organization. They will determine the needs for officers, activities f ued’ and he frequency of meet-
ings; This can vary from organization to organization. -

ocal orgamzauons are often made up of woodland owners, loggers, forest 1ndustry representatwes local e'lected of—

ficials S, sup rtlng agency personnelyand anyone else interested in forestry. Several of these organizations already exist in
Kentucky and have been working on woodland field days and educational activities as well as workmg with their county
Agricultural Development Boards to secure funding for forestry-related activities. In a state that is nearly half forested
with more than 423,000 woodland owners and a wood 1ndustry with an‘annual economic 1mpact of $7 to $8 billion, we be-

lieve that there is room for many mere. __ o
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up. The participants agreed that local organizations should
be “independent local groups, with varying levels of organi-
zation, created to address woodland and forestry issues in
their area.”

Issues that local organizations could address include for-
est health, fire protection, timber management, hardwoods
regeneration, marketing of forest products, incentives for
woodlands investment, forest wildlife, woodland owners’
educational needs, and conservation easements.

Each participating organization has designated a point
person to serve on a steering committee related to local
organizations and is in the process of developing a list of
counties and individuals who may be willing to work on the
creation of local organizations. The steering committee will
be meeting soon to address issues related to the creation
and support of local organizations in Kentucky. Watch for
future articles in Kentucky Woodlands Magazine for more
information about local organizations.

Five state partners are cooperating in the development
of local woodland or forestry organizations. The Ken-
tucky Woodland Owners Association (KWOA) convened
a meeting of agency representatives and other interested
parties on May 18 in Frankfort to further define the struc-
ture and function of these organizations. Representatives
of the State Farm Bureau, Kentucky Division of Forestry,
University of Kentucky, KWOA, and Soil Conservation
Districts provided input on the structure and function of
county/regional woodland or forestry organizations.

Less than two out of 10 woodland owners actively
manage their forest. Privately owned woodlands are not
producing the products, values, or environmental ameni-
ties it could. Joe Ball, KWOA president, reminded the
meeting participants of the daily struggles at the local
level for woodland owners in dealing with sawmills, regu-
lations, and pricing. A KWOA member described how as-
sistance from the association and the university afforded — Author:

a favorable outcome in his dispute with the local property Kerer Marshall
valuation assessment over taxation of his woodland acre- Bogrd mv(fmberfor the Kentucky Woodland Owners Association’s northern zone and
age. Participants concurred that local organizations have Sl el el do—
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great potential to influence public pohcy from the ground ,i; Phone: 502.484.0332
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