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Non-Timber Forest Products and Agroforestry

Agroforestry is, simply put, the practice of integrating
long-term tree crops with annual agriculture crops and/or live-
stock. This type of integrated agriculture has been successfully
practiced for thousands of years in many parts of the world,
especially in the tropics. Temperate regions have been a bit
slower to adopt agroforestry practices, but in the past decade
or so, there has been increasing interest in agroforestry. Use of
a long-term tree crop with an annual agricultural crop and/or
livestock tends to make the entire farm more sustainable, both
from increasing crop diversity and protecting the soil and wa-
ter.

There are five commonly accepted practices for temperate
agroforestry. These are alley cropping, silvopasture, ripar-
ian buffer strips, windbreaks, and forest farming. While alley
cropping, windbreaks, riparian buffer strips, and silvopasture
may introduce trees into open habitats that are treeless, forest
farming starts with a woods and manages it in such a way to
produce either short-term (relative to timber production) or
annual non-timber forest products.

Most woodland owners or farmers who have woods on their
property are not enthusiastic about planting trees in their open
areas or implementing new projects that may require time and
money without showing a quick return on their investment. It
is important to note that each agroforestry practice can and
should be customized to meet your personal objectives and
work effectively on your land. Since introducing trees is basic
to all the agroforestry practices except forest farming, it takes
months or years for these systems to develop fully. Forest farm-
ing is the one agroforestry technique in which an owner could
expect to see some marketable product within a year or two.

In succeeding issues of this magazine, we will discuss in
greater detail each of the agroforestry practices and how they
might best be adapted to existing agricultural practices here in
Kentucky. With the exception of forest farming, all of the prac-
tices are straightforward conceptually. Agroforestry practices
are advantageous to the landowner both economically and
ecologically and should be seriously considered by any land-
owner who is interested in managing his or her land in a more
sustainable way.

There are two Web sites that may be of interest to prospec-
tive agroforesters: The Center for Agroforestry at the Uni-
versity of Missouri (www.centerforagroforestry.org) and the
National Agroforestry Center in Nebraska (http://www.unl.
edu/nac/). Both of these organizations have print and video/
DVD materials on each of the agroforestry techniques.
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