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‘and Development
of the White Oak Initiative

by Darren Morris and Jeff Stringer

As the White Oak Initiative continues to develop and trainings for foresters and managers will be provided
grow so does the excitement and expectations of what and carried out throughout the 17 states involved in
the Initiative can accomplish. One important goal of the project. Demonstration areas will be created on
the White Oak Initiative is to provide knowledge, both private and public forests in order to showcase
guidelines, tools, and information to forest landown- the results of properly applied white oak silvicultural
ers, managers, industry, stakeholders, and states that practices. Demonstration areas will ultimately offer
will ensure sustainable growth of white oak forests visual proof that the practices, guidelines, tools, and
for decades to come. One of the first steps was the techniques provided by the White Oak Initiative can
development of a $2.3 million project involving 17 successfully produce white oak (upland oak) forests
states and spearheaded by the American Forest Foun- that meet our management goals for decades to come.
dation and University of Kentucky and funded through . .
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the Landscape Scale Restoration program run by the Darren Morris is a Forestry Extension Associate with the UK Department of
USDA Forest Service. The goal is to improve white Forestry and Natural Resources. He is also the Southern Region Coordinator
oak friendly forest practices across the region. This Jor the White Oak Initiative.
project has several components including a region— Cooperative Extension Service, Department of Forestry and Natural Resources,
id . lan fe hi ak. d 1 £ University of Kentucky, 223 Thomas Poe Cooper Building, Lexington, KY
wide conservation plan for white oak, development o 40546-0073; Phone: 859.257.3773; Fax: 859.323.1031; E-mail: darren.
a set of technical guidelines and training on white oak morris@uky.edu
regeneration and growth, development of landowner ) , o
terials on white oak. demonstration areas. and web Jeff Stringer, Ph.D., is the chair of the UK Department of Forestry and Natural
gnate X X ’ i X Resources. He is also responsible for continuing education and research in A
and social media platforms for landowners involved in hardwood silviculture and forest operations and serves as an editor of the
growing white oak. The project recognizes that white Kentucky Woodlands Magazine. :
oak does not grow alone, but thrives in a community Cooperative Extension Service, Department of Forestry and Natural Resources, - -
: : : University of Kentucky, 105 Thomas Poe Cooper Building, Lexington, KY
with other upland oaks and associated species. As a 40546-0073; Phone: 859.257.7596; Fax: 859.323.1031; E-mail: stringer@uky:
first step in this project the 17 states are helping to de- edu
termine the upland oaks that occur with white oak and
that W}II necessan!y beqeﬁt from management focused About the White Oak Initiative
on white oak. It will be important to provide forest
landowners with information on how to identify not
only white oak seedlings in their forests, but also other
desirable oak_ Sle edllngis th alt may be ;hanng the Same focused on the sustainability of white oak resources
Space. Matel.‘la s on silvicultural met _Ods and practices in the United States. The Initiative was born from
will be provided to the states and delivered to land- the industries’ interest in white oak and the recog-
owners, foresters, and managers. These practices will nition that work is needed to ensure the long-term
be assembled and developed with the assistance of oak availability of white oak timber. The Initiative is
- researchers at universities and the US Forest Service. still in its infancy with interested partners actively
The complete set of silvicultural guidelines developed working to build the foundations for a strong and
through years of research and encompassing the span vibrant enterprise. Initial funding has been pro-
of 17 states involved in the White Oak Initiative is the vided by private industry and the American Forest
first of this magnitude, and will be necessary for the Foundation and University of Kentucky, Depart-
success of white oak (upland oak) forest management. ment of Forestry and Natural Resources have
Forest d land a1 ive th provided personnel who are facilitating the col-
oresters, ;nan%gers, ;n andowners will receive the laboration of over 20 key partners throughout the
game S.et of unified white oak management Practlces, white oak sourcing region to launch the Initiative.
guidelines, tools, and resources. As the White Oak Initial steps include the development of a website
Initiative progresses, the silvicultural guidelines and communications that will be open to
will be developed into landowner-friendly T E all who want to be involved and the
informational guides. Web resources @ \ o procurement of grant funding to
will be created. Organized technical E ‘7 facilitate white oak management.
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The White Oak Initiative evolved from a partner-
ship among forest and distilling industries, con-
sultants, universities, agencies, and non-profits

Kentucky Woodlands Magazine - Volume 13 Issue 1






